AFRICAN SCHOLARS’ FUND
2013 SCHOOL VISITS – WESTERN CAPE
The ASF supports an average of 2500 high school learners annually. Although we help learners in
the Western, Eastern and Northern Cape, we cannot visit schools in all three provinces every year.
Since our office is situated in the Western Cape, we are able to visit schools in this province on a
more regular basis. We further support students attending public FET colleges in Eastern and
Northern Cape. Special funding is received to present Student Support Workshops to our Public
FET College students and it is when we go to present these workshops that we make every effort
to also visit some of the high schools in the area.
Why school visits: It gives us an opportunity to meet the learners we support and to get their
firsthand feedback. We ask about textbooks, extra lessons, career guidance, discipline, bullying,
drugs, gangsterism, teenage pregnancies and mutual respect between learners and educators.
From the principal and educators we get insight into the teacher to learner ratios, ability of learners
to pay school fees, pass rates, availability of resources at the school, parent participation,
accomplishments and challenges. The journey to the schools takes us into the communities where
we are again reminded of the lack of infrastructure, high unemployment rates, inadequate service
delivery, poverty and an almost different way of life – a day to day, survival mode way of life. At
many of the schools visited, the learners are able to temporarily escape from the circumstances in
which they find themselves, but there are schools where the social ills within the communities spills
over into the schools itself. The experience evokes emotions of anger, sadness, despair – but also
gratitude, compassion and a wanting to do more than just become aware.
Schools visited: Visits took place during teaching time, hence were kept short in order to not
cause too much disruption. At every school we were warmly welcomed and at Sophumelela
Senior Secondary School were greeted in song that was sung with such gusto that it left us
“goose-bumped and smiling from ear to ear” (video clip on website @ www.asf.org.za ).
This year we visited Harry Gwala, Bulumko & Luhlaza High Schools (Khayalitsha), Spine Road
SSS (Mitchells Plain), Salt River High School, Steenberg High School, Sophumelela SSS (Phillipi
area), Vusisizwe High School (Worcester), Desmond Tutu High School (Paarl), Hector Peterson
SSS and Wallacedene SSS (Kraaifontein).
Overall impression: Despite the fact that these schools are located in the heart of communities
where poverty, unemployment and gangsterism is evident, the school buildings and grounds were
neatly kept, and educators and learners were busy in class. Generally the schools seemed
functional, educators were clearly dedicated – noticeably motivated and the learners were
generally well behaved. At Hector Pietersen SSS, the principal was able to get the group of ASF
bursars to the office in under ten minutes, despite the fact that it was interval and they were
scattered all over the school ground – we were impressed. Although some of the schools we
visited took part in the recent strikes we were pleased that when it was considered a normal school
day teaching took place in a manner that inspired the learners to recognise that this basic
education was their stepping stone to a better future. Could it be that everyone was on their best
behaviour because of our presence? Maybe so, but not one learner “stepped out of line” and
“passion cannot be faked”, so we are prepared to give the majority of the schools we visited the
benefit of the doubt ☺.
Steenberg High School (1300 learners): It is quite remarkable that Mr Kraak (Principal),
previously a teacher at the school, can lay claim to the fact that 50% of
the teaching staff are ex-pupils of the school. He takes great pride in the
fact that Professor Jonathan Jansen (Rector at University of Free State) is
also an ex-pupil and that the Prof. has committed himself to securing
bursaries for five matriculants from the school to study at the University of
Free State annually. Of note also, is the fact that the school has
partnered with Hillbury School (College for Humanities) in the USA, which

affords educators and learners the opportunity to travel, experience and share best practices and
teaching methods.
Vusisizwe High School, Worcester (1596 learners): This is the only high school in the area and
is managed with a firm hand by Ms Makuotlane (Prinicipal). She has a
calm, yet strong presence. On our arrival she confirmed that two learners
were stabbed that morning in a gang related fight, hence she could not
personally attend to us. Mrs Bulelwa (Bursar) further assisted us – we
learnt that gangsterism was “out of hand” in the area and spills over into the
school even amongst the girl learners, that pregnancy is a problem and that
the school is constantly being burgled. Despite this the educators are
dedicated and committed. One can just imagine how draining it must be to know that you only
have a few hours per day to try and make enough of an impact in the lives of children who are left
to their own devices on leaving the school grounds.
Desmond Tutu High School, Paarl (1512 learners): Mathematics and Geography had been
identified as the two learning areas that impacted hugely on a very poor
matric pass rate - yet this is one of the few schools that has a well stocked
library and Science Lab. We were surprised to learn that the gr12 learners
are not informed of opportunities for further study at public FET colleges.
Selected gr12 learners receive bursaries from a Swedish organisation,
which could be the reason for the focus being more geared towards
attending a university post matric.. Another surprise was that gangsterism
and drugs does not present much of a problem, but that the school seems to be plagued by
pregnancies throughout the grades, with as many as six gr8 learners currently expecting babies.
Harry Gwala High School, Khayelitsha: What immediately stood out was the many guards at
the gate to prevent unwanted elements from entering the school grounds –
precautions taken due to the high rate of gangsterism in the area. Despite
this somewhat abnormal normality, what was very encouraging was the
determination shown by our gr12 bursars – they were all clear on their
career options and had formed study groups immediately they received our
information pamphlets to focus on ensuring good results at the end of the
year.
Bulumko High School, Khayelitsha: this was not a good visit and our conclusion is that
management is struggling to deal with all manner of issues. We discovered
that funds had not yet been paid over to the two ASF bursars –
correspondence from the ASF office could not be located. We learnt that
learners feared for their lives on the way to school and even while at
school. Gangsterism and drugs had worked its way into the school and
many of the female learners are involved in these activities. We heard that
the very same morning of our visit, five learners were expelled from school
(drugs and weapons found on them). We were told that learners have little respect for their
educators and this impacts on the learning that takes place. There is no library, there are grounds
for sports, but learners are not motivated to participate – no career guidance takes place.
Wallacedene Senior Secondary School – Kraaifontein (1119 learners): What caught our
attention here, was a notice at the entrance to the school buildings
instructing that “English only to be spoken beyond this point” – interesting.
The school was officially opened in October last year, when they took on
the overflow of learners from the nearby Hector Pieterson SSS. It was
disturbing to learn that although this was a no fee paying school, when
parents were not able to pay the requested R150 contribution to the school
fund, learner reports were withheld. This resulted in learners that applied and qualified for an ASF
award not being accepted, since they did not send us the required year end report. The matter
was discussed with the bursary rep. Here too gangsterism was a problem and learners were
immediately expelled if found to be part of any gang. The number of learners who fall pregnant

was also alarming, more so was the fact that it was predominantly the gr8 and gr9 learners that
found themselves in this predicament.
Hector Pietersen Secondary School – Kraaifontein: It was heartwarming to note that despite
the surrounding homes and area, the apparent lack of “just about
everything”, these learners were well behaved, courteous and motivated to
do well. Our bursars were cautious, but confident. In fact, one of the
bursars that had been with us since gr8 (currently in gr11) went as far as
enquiring as to why the ASF is not able to annually increase the award
amount given to the learners – this in the presence of the principal. After
having shared his hope of becoming a botanist with us, he stayed behind in
the principal’s office to receive further guidance and motivation on working towards realisation of
his dream.
In conclusion: Despite the walk to and from school every day reinforcing the hopelessness felt by
the adults in their communities, learners find some solace, some hope, some sense of self worth
when at school. They enter through iron gates clad in barbed wire and move from classroom to
classroom, that more strongly resembles prison cells, drinking in the knowledge shared for that day
in the hope that it will pave the way to a better future. These are the stronger willed ones – the
weaker succumb to gangsterism, pregnancy, complacency – hopelessness.
Educators are motivated to teach, to empower, to uplift, to share, to grow those we place in their
care, but they are educators – not social workers, policemen & women – caregivers.
Management tries to create the environment in which their learners and educators can perform at
capacity, yet find themselves bogged down with administrative duties, lack of funding, lack of
resources, lack of manpower – YET those of us standing on the sidelines demand better pass
rates, better prepared, better behaved students – better, better, better. But WE, what do WE do,
how do WE contribute to helping make things better.
It is with these school visits that we are again made aware of the fact that the reality experienced
and lived in Khayelitsha, in Mitchells Plain, in Worcester, in Paarl, in Claremont, in Rondebosch, in
Plumstead simply does not compare. And yet – we expect learners from these very diverse
backgrounds to be equally prepared for student life at Universities and Universities of Technology
– we expect them to function in a money and achievement driven society that is foreign to the vast
majority. And when they struggle to fit, our only desire is to discard them so that they do not
hamper our success and growth. Are we then surprised to find that across this nation of ours,
people are striking, are demanding to be heard, to be seen, to be respected, to be given fair
opportunity – to live.
The commitment of our bursars to remain at school, make the best of this opportunity to continue
with their basic education and complete their matric is a reflection of our caring and dedication.
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